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and we have tried in vain to force into school and college
use, a group of encyclopaedic books of which The Science of
Life is the one most relevant here. You can get it now in
a single volume brought up to the date of 1938. You ought
really to read it all, because you cannot begin to understand
our world or face the present gigantic challenges of life
without it.
But for our present purposes all I would direct you to
consult is a diagram and the accompanying text taken from
an article in the Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society
by Dr W. G. Gregory. You will find it put as an Appendix
at the end of this book. If you look at that and the one that
precedes it, condensing what is known ab~ut the evolution of
the Placental Mammals, you will grasp what I am saying
here about a human metamorphosis and what I shall have
to say further in Book the Third, about the extreme primitive-
ness of the Hominida in the scale of being. Because otherwise
you will not realise the extreme primitiveness of Edward
Albert in the scale of being. You can check back Dr Gregory
in your Encyclopaedia in the articles Primates and Tarsias.
You can supplement Dr Gregory if you like by inspecting a
little lemuroid creature, the Spectral Tarsier, Tarsier Spectrum,
in any Zoological Garden or collection of stuffed animals.
It is an inhabitant of Malaya, and it has something dimly
suggestive of our Edward Albert in its look and movements,
a small, tailed, nocturnal, furry and rather scared Edward
Albert. One of its fossil Eocene cousins, by the by, was so
human in its bones that it was christened Tetonius komuncutus,
the primordial Little Man (Strubei). It is much nearer to
your actual ancestor than the black magnificent gorilla,
that formidable gentleman. It was close to our ancestor and
the ancestors of all the monkeys and apes, but while they
branched off from our family tree on a line of their own, from
whieh there is no returning, becoming our cousins in various
degrees, the Tarsier sub-order, came right on to the tfominid&
and us.
And after that much information, which ought to be totally
unnecessary^ you may begin to realise why I shall presently

